Background

1) Stereotypes: A thought or statement that is used to categorize a certain group of people. 
2) Examples: 
a. All blondes are unintelligent
b. All women are bad drivers        

Activities 
1) A stereotype that I have experienced because I am a student is that I am too young to make good life decisions. 
2) These assumptions are wrong because not all of us make bad decisions just because we’re young. Some highschoolers don’t make good decisions but not all. 
3) These stereotypes are destructive because it puts out a false and bad thought about students. 
1) Yes, I have heard some of these stereotypes about Muslims before, like the one about Muslims being terrorists or the one about men forcing women to wear a headscarf. 
2) I don’t believe these stereotypes because I know of Muslims that are not terrorists, and also, I don’t think Islam promotes violence considering it is a religion and most religions don’t promote violence.  


PART 2: 
	US MUSLIM BELIEFS: 
1) A. Sunni B. Other Muslims 
2)  
a. There might be such a large portion of “Other Muslims” in the US because they don’t want to be put in the stereotypes that go along with other Muslim religions so they just say that they are part of “other”. Also they might have beliefs that are slightly different from the other religions, so they just decided to branch off.
b. Knowing that there are different Muslim groups throughout the US makes me realize that not all of the Muslim beliefs when it comes to their faith are the same, so therefore the stereotypes on Muslims cannot be true. Knowing that there are different branches of US Muslims shows me that there are probably different Muslim branches throughout our country as opposed to just one branch. 
1)
A. Medium 
B. A higher level of religious commitment 
   2) 
A. Since the American Muslim percentage is higher when it comes to foreign born Muslims having a higher religious degree that’s because since they are from their home country, where their practice is more common, they are going to have a stronger bond to the religion. 
B.  Seeing this graph made me realize that the Muslim religion is a lot like other religions in the US because some people that are involved in that religion are more committed than others are.  This affected my thoughts on US Muslims because it shows that not all of the US Muslims are radicals like people like to think. 
3) After learning this information about US Muslims I don’t believe any stereotypes about them because it doesn’t make sense. Yes, there are some Muslims that are more radicals but the data clearly showed that not all are like that. 
PART3: 
1)   
a. There are more male Muslims than there are in the general US population. When it comes to women though it is the opposite, there are less Muslim women compared to the general US population.
b.  From ages 18- 40 years old the Muslim population outweighs the US general but 55+, the US general population outweighs the Muslims. 
c. There are three categories, when it comes to education, that the Muslims outnumber the US general population those are; Graduate Study, High School Grad, and No High School Grad. The US is greater when it comes to College grad and only some college. 
d. The general household income for Muslims is lower because they outnumber the use in the categories of $ 30,000–49,000 and $29,999 or less. Therefore, the US has a higher general income. 
2)  
a. The biggest difference between US Muslims and general US population is in the household income. This difference probably exists because it’s probably harder for Muslims to get a job in this country since they aren’t native born citizens all of the time. 
b. The US Muslim population makes up a great portion of the larger US general population in a lot of the categories. The data showed this because in all of the graphs the percentage of US Muslims wasn’t far behind the population as a whole. Therefore, the Muslims are becoming a bigger part of our country. 
c. [bookmark: _GoBack]Knowing this information affects my thoughts on American Muslims because it shows that a lot of them aren’t bad and I also never realized how big of a part of our population they are. 


